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WITH VICTORIA’S bushfire 
season fast approaching, it is 
becoming clearer that much more 
needs to be done to prevent another 
devastating tragedy. Some important 
lessons from the 2009 Victorian 
bushfires are yet to be learned, 
much less adopted, most notably the 
pressing need to dramatically reduce 
hazardous fuel loads.

While the Victorian Government 
has promised to increase fuel 
reduction burning, this year’s 
Department of Sustainability and 
Environment targets remain the 
same as those put in place in 2008, 
2007, and 2006 and before! This 
means that the overall target of 
2009 will fall significantly short of 
the State’s initial bushfire enquiry 
recommendations (Environment 
and Natural Resources Committee 
(ENRC) report), which stressed 
the need to increase the amount of 
2008 prescribed burning threefold to 
385,000 hectares a year. 

Victoria’s greatest bushfire threat 
is the continual build-up of fuel 
loads, but sustainable harvesting can 
become an integral part of the overall 
solution. One positive use of excess 
fuel that is harvested is the potential 
to use it as bio-energy material, thus 
selective harvesting and well-planned 
fire breaks can see the Victorian 
timber industry provide a win-win 
solution for local communities. 
Add to that prescribed burns and 
grazing and we can start to build an 
appropriate forest management tool 
box that finally enables forests to be 
managed appropriately. 

Less than one per cent of 
Australia’s current electricity supply 
is generated from bio-energy, yet 
there is enormous potential to utilise 
existing fuel loads to dramatically 
increase this figure. 

Victoria’s forest industry is equal 
to the best in the world in terms 
of its adherence to principles of 
sound environmental management 
and long-term sustainability. The 
men and women who make up the 
forestry communities of our State 
are passionate advocates for the long-
term viability and protection of our 
forests: their livelihoods and their 
communities depend on it. 

Like many local communities, 
the timber community was greatly 

affected by the 2009 bushfires. It 
is estimated 1,560 timber workers 
who live in the bushfire affected 
communities were directly impacted 
- some lost their lives, others lost 
loved ones and others lost their 
homes. Certainly, everyone’s 
livelihoods were changed forever.  

The loss of resource as a direct 
result of the Black Saturday bushfires 
has amounted to a staggering $600 
million cost to the industry. Such 
large scale tragedy and devastation 
should never have happened.  
Certainly, we as a community should 
take lessons from this disaster and do 
everything we can to ensure it never 
happens again. 

The cost of further inaction is so 
high it cannot be measured in real 
terms.

Our forestry industry is based 
on science that places its ultimate 
value on the sustainability of the 
environment and its continuous 
regeneration.  The tragedy that we’ve 
seen has brought a new awareness 
of the forest and the devastation that 
can surface if left unmanaged.  

The use of native forest and 
plantation wood waste in bio-
energy production can play a vital 
role in reducing the bushfire risk by 
removing excess forest fuels. With 
such clear environmental, economic 

and safety benefits it would be 
negligent for Victoria not to act 
decisively on this matter.

In the aftermath of such a 
devastating tragedy, I continue to 
call on the Royal Commissioner, the 
community and the industry to work 
together to reach a common sense 
approach to actively manage our 
forests. When it comes to bushfire 
management, there is no quick fix 
solution. However, the active and 
continued management of our forests 
through a wide range of techniques, 
including prescribed burning and 
timber harvesting, will assist in 
reducing overall fuel loads, which 
will ultimately save lives.

More than any other industry, the 

forest industry stands to lose the most 
from bushfire events...   Loss of lives, 
loss of businesses, loss of protected 
species of flora and fauna and 
ultimately through the destruction of 
more and more forest resource, the 
loss of a $6 billion industry.
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Fuel reduction: is a win-win  
for the community

Philip Dalidakis, chief executive officer of the Victorian Association of Forest Industries (VAFI), is convinced that Victoria’s bushfire 
threat reduction can also pave the way for other positives in the State. In an exclusive article for Australian Forests & Timber News, 
he spells out what can be done to achieve these goals.

  Lined up and waiting to be loaded. When Mitchell (ACT)-based transport company Carkeet 
Transport moved into logging it turned to Tasmanian-based Elphinstone Engineering for a 
practical solution for its Bathurst to Tumut long haul. For more on this article and a veritable 
trailer-load of other transport news turn to pages 27-31.
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.doc 
Microsoft Word
Drawings in Word 
documents will be 
recreated by Winetitles staff 
to meet printing quality. Any 
images/logos used must 
be supplied as separate 
files in their original format. 

.indd 
Adobe InDesign
Supply InDesign 
or QuarkXpress 
files with all 
images and font 
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Provide a hard 
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.pdf 
Adobe Acrobat
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Adobe Illustrator
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Outlined type format is 
recommended.

Supply all images/logos in separate files in CMYK colour at 300dpi 
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If SPOT or RGB colours are used in your advertisement, the final 
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